
Meeting Minutes 
CABOT BOARD OF LISTERS MEETING 
1:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 20, 2026 

Listers’ OGice, Willey Building 
 

Listers present:  Jeanne Johnson, Jacqueline Lumbra, Brittany Butler 

Community members present:  Patricia Brochu-Cox, Paul Stecker 

 

1.  Business Personal Property taxation:  Businesses with $5,000 or less in 
business personal property are currently exempt from BPP taxation, per vote at 
town meeting 1999.  After discussion, the Board of Listers agreed to recommend 
to the selectboard raising the level of exemption to $20,000 or $25,000.  Per 32 
V.S.A. §3849, a municipality may elect at an annual or special meeting not to tax, 
in whole or in part, business personal property.   BPP is assessed only municipal 
tax, not State education tax. 
 

2. Zoning Applications filed after the fact:  There are currently no consequences for 
failing to file for a Zoning Permit when required.  The Board of Listers will 
recommend to selectboard that violations result in double the initial cost for filing a 
timely permit application, and Zoning Administrator will craft appropriate wording 
for the recommended policy once the Planning Commission completes zoning 
amendments currently under review. 

 
3. Short Term Rental Options: 
• LOT (local option tax) (state takes 25%) or BPP (municipal) for Short Term Rentals 
• Vendor for a fee (consolidators of short-term rental data) 
• VTSTRA Vermont Short Term Rental Alliance 
Concerns include losing full-time residences to the short-term rental industry (more 
than 14 days), while not wanting to discourage “mid-term” rentals (typically more than a 
month, less than a year) such as visiting nurse contractors or families waiting for 
construction of new residence; the Board recognized this di\icult issue is being 
debated and litigated in larger towns and the legislature, and Cabot would benefit from 
allowing the issues to be worked out at those levels before initiating policies at the local 
level. 

 

4. Grand List Data Accuracy: 
• 2022 CLA 75.69% & COD 16.18% 
• 2023 CLA 68.87 & COD 21.34 
• 2024 CLA 95.61 & COD 18.35% 
• 2025 CLA 88.89 & COD 21.50 

While CLA change is attributable to increases in selling prices, the CoD needs 
research to explain.  Listers will work with PVR District Advisor to determine if 



there is anything the listers can do to correct this.  Current CoD and date of latest 
full reappraisal (2020) indicate a reappraisal order may be coming this summer. 

 

5. OGice Storage/Shelving:  If Town budget is approved at Town Meeting, there will 
be funding for an additional fireproof file cabinet for Lister records.  Additional 
shelving would be helpful for maintaining binders for Grand List and other 
documents.  We need to review the State of Vermont archive regulations to 
determine if any binder records can be destroyed. 
 

6. Cabot Fire Department Dry Hydrants:   
The Fire Chief suggested a possible tax break for hosts of dry hydrant ponds.  
Insurance companies indicate the town ISO has no impact on property owner 
insurance bills.  We are told most dry hydrant ponds are pre-existing ponds before 
installation of piping, and are not necessarily available during droughts.  Ponds do 
add to property value.  Board decided to take no action. 
 

7. Upcoming Events: 
o May 16-20 Portsmouth, NH, NRAAO Meeting; need to register as member 

to register for conference;  this is the closest to Vermont a regional 
conference will occur.  Jacqueline will probably not be able to attend; 
Brittany’s availability will depend on result of election, but does expect to 
attend 2027 IAAO Annual Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Jeanne 
expects to be available to attend. 

o September 17/18 VALA Annual Meeting?  Location not yet known. 
o October 7 VLCT Town Fair - Doubletree Burlington 
o 2026 Grand List grievance and filing dates – schedule now or plan later?  

The board will set deadlines at a later date. 
 

Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned approximately 2:30 p.m. 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
Administrative tasks: 

Post agenda 4+ locations:  PO, CVS, FPF, Cabotvt.us, Cabot Connects, TC bulletin boardü 
Record meetingü 
Post recording & minutes to websiteü 


